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The first BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting, held in New Delhi on 13 October 2026, adopted the

landmark Delhi Declaration to strengthen regional security cooperation among seven Bay of Bengal

countries. The declaration focuses on counterterrorism, terror financing, cybercrime, transnational

organised crime, human trafficking, drug trafficking and intelligence-sharing mechanisms. For India,

the initiative strengthens its Neighbourhood First and Act East policies while reinforcing security

cooperation between South Asia and Southeast Asia. Civil Service Gurukul explains the declaration,

BIMSTEC's institutional framework, India's strategic interests, UPSC Prelims facts, original practice

MCQs and GS Paper II Mains answer-writing points.
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Complete UPSC Prelims and Mains analysis of the First BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting, seven member

countries, regional cooperation mechanisms, India's strategic interests and important practice questions.

GS Paper II: International Relations | Civil Service Gurukul Editorial Team

CIVIL SERVICE GURUKUL
Excellence in Civil Services & State PCS Preparation

Daily News Analysis
www.civilservicegurukul.com

Civil Service Gurukul • All Rights Reserved 14 Oct 2026 •

CIVIL 
SERVICE GURUKUL

www.civ
ilse

rvic
egurukul.co

m

Page 1 of 10



1. Why Is BIMSTEC in the News?

The first BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting was held in New Delhi on 13 October 2026, marking an important

development in regional security cooperation.

The meeting concluded with the adoption of the Delhi Declaration 2026.

The declaration focuses on shared security challenges, including terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, organised crime, cyber fraud and

human trafficking.

7
BIMSTEC member countries

13 Oct
Declaration adopted in 2026

New Delhi
Host city

UPSC Relevance: The declaration connects regional organisations, India's foreign policy, internal security, international

law and cross-border crime.

2. What Is BIMSTEC?

BIMSTEC stands for the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation.

It is a regional organisation bringing together seven countries from South Asia and Southeast Asia.

Important Fact UPSC Answer

Established 6 June 1997

Original Name BIST-EC

Founding Members Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand

Present Members Seven

Permanent Secretariat Dhaka, Bangladesh

BIMSTEC Charter Adopted in 2022; entered into force in 2024

Geographical Focus Bay of Bengal region
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Important Fact UPSC Answer

Regional Link South Asia and Southeast Asia

Seven Member Countries

1. Bangladesh

2. Bhutan

3. India

4. Myanmar

5. Nepal

6. Sri Lanka

7. Thailand

Prelims Memory Tip: BIMSTEC has five members from South Asia and two from Southeast Asia: Myanmar and Thailand.

Pakistan is not a member.

3. Historical Background of the Delhi Declaration

Year Development

1997 Formation of regional cooperation framework

2018 Fourth BIMSTEC Summit, Kathmandu: proposal for Home Ministers' meetings

2022 Fifth Summit, Colombo: adoption of BIMSTEC Charter

2025 Sixth Summit, Bangkok: support for Home Ministers' Meeting mechanism

2026 First Home Ministers' Meeting in New Delhi adopts Delhi Declaration

The declaration represents the strengthening of security-related cooperation within BIMSTEC's existing institutional framework.

4. Major Features of the Delhi Declaration 2026

Counterterrorism

Cooperation to counter terrorism in all forms, including cross-border terrorism and networks providing safe havens.

Terror Financing

Measures addressing financial support, money laundering, recruitment and radicalisation linked to terrorism.
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Cybercrime

Stronger cooperation against online scam operations and criminal misuse of digital technologies.

Human Trafficking

Victim-centred cooperation across source, transit and destination countries, including rescue and rehabilitation.

Illicit Drug Trafficking

Strengthening monitoring, intelligence exchange and regional coordination against narcotics networks.

Institutional Coordination

Capacity building, intergovernmental meetings, legal cooperation and information sharing.

5. Important Security Conventions and Mechanisms

Convention Against Transnational Crime

The BIMSTEC Convention on Combating International Terrorism, Transnational Organised Crime and Illicit Drug Trafficking

entered into force in March 2021.

Mutual Legal Assistance

The BIMSTEC Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters was signed at the Colombo Summit in 2022.

The declaration urged cooperation to make these legal mechanisms more effective.

Proposed and Pending Arrangements

Extradition cooperation

Transfer of sentenced persons

Combating trafficking in persons

Rescue and repatriation procedures

Regional information sharing

UPSC Prelims Caution: A convention being proposed, signed or finalised is not the same as its entry into force.

Remember these distinctions.
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6. Why Is Human Trafficking a Major Concern?

Human trafficking has increasingly intersected with organised online fraud in parts of Asia.

Criminal networks may exploit trafficked persons, coercing them into participating in fraudulent operations.

Required Policy Response

Cooperation between affected countries

Identification and protection of victims

Cross-border investigation and intelligence sharing

Legal assistance and prosecution of trafficking networks

Safe repatriation and reintegration

GS Paper II Link: Human trafficking concerns fundamental rights, human dignity, vulnerable populations and regional

cooperation.

7. Why Is BIMSTEC Strategically Important for India?

Neighbourhood First Policy

Cooperation with Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Myanmar supports India's engagement with neighbouring countries.

Act East Policy

The inclusion of Myanmar and Thailand gives BIMSTEC strategic relevance for India's engagement with Southeast Asia.

Bay of Bengal Security

The Bay of Bengal is important for maritime connectivity, trade, energy movement and economic development.

Combating Transnational Crime

No single country can comprehensively tackle cross-border trafficking, cybercrime or terrorist financing alone.

Regional Institution Building

BIMSTEC offers an additional platform for India to advance cooperation on shared regional priorities.

Important Mains Argument: BIMSTEC connects security and development. Stable borders, secure trade routes and

effective law enforcement support regional economic integration.
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8. BIMSTEC vs SAARC vs ASEAN

Feature BIMSTEC SAARC ASEAN

Established 1997 1985 1967

Members 7 8 11 as of 2026

Secretariat Dhaka Kathmandu Jakarta

India a Member? Yes Yes No

Primary Region Bay of Bengal South Asia Southeast Asia

BIMSTEC is geographically distinct because it connects countries from South Asia and Southeast Asia.

It should be understood as a complementary regional framework, not a direct institutional replacement for ASEAN or SAARC.

9. Challenges in BIMSTEC Security Cooperation

Different domestic legal systems and procedures

Uneven law-enforcement capacity

Political instability and bilateral disputes

Cross-border data-sharing limitations

Institutional implementation gaps

Human-rights concerns in policing and migration control

Cybercrime networks operating across multiple jurisdictions

Suggested Way Forward

1. Strengthen joint training programmes.

2. Improve secure intelligence-sharing arrangements.

3. Implement existing conventions effectively.

4. Develop victim-protection protocols for trafficking cases.

5. Support cybercrime investigation capabilities.

6. Review implementation through regular ministerial meetings.

Balanced Assessment: Declarations provide political direction, but meaningful results depend on implementation, national

laws, resources and continued cooperation.
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10. UPSC Prelims Practice MCQs

The following are original practice questions created by Civil Service Gurukul, not actual previous-year UPSC examination

questions.

Q1. Consider the following BIMSTEC members:

1. Myanmar

2. Nepal

3. Pakistan

4. Thailand

Which are members of BIMSTEC?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only

(d) All four

Answer: (b) Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand are BIMSTEC members. Pakistan is not.

Q2. Where is the BIMSTEC Secretariat located?

(a) New Delhi

(b) Bangkok

(c) Dhaka

(d) Kathmandu

Answer: (c) Dhaka. The permanent BIMSTEC Secretariat is located in Bangladesh.

Q3. The Delhi Declaration 2026 was adopted at:

(a) The first BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting

(b) The G20 Summit

(c) The ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting

(d) The SAARC Summit

Answer: (a). The first BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting was held in New Delhi on 13 October 2026.

Q4. Which issue was a major focus of the declaration?

(a) Antarctic mineral exploration

(b) Counterterrorism and human trafficking
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(c) Lunar exploration

(d) Global carbon taxation

Answer: (b). The declaration emphasised terrorism, terror financing, organised crime, cybercrime and human

trafficking.

Q5. The BIMSTEC Charter was adopted in:

(a) 1997

(b) 2004

(c) 2018

(d) 2022

Answer: (d) 2022. It was adopted at the fifth BIMSTEC Summit in Colombo and entered into force in 2024.

Q6. Which statement about BIMSTEC is correct?

(a) India is not a member.

(b) It links South Asia and Southeast Asia.

(c) Its headquarters is in Kathmandu.

(d) Pakistan is a founding member.

Answer: (b). BIMSTEC links the two regions around the Bay of Bengal.

Q7. The BIMSTEC convention addressing terrorism, transnational organised crime and illicit drug

trafficking entered into force in:

(a) 1997

(b) 2010

(c) 2021

(d) 2026

Answer: (c) 2021. The convention entered into force in March 2021.

Q8. Which of the following is NOT a direct objective of the BIMSTEC Delhi Declaration?

(a) Regional intelligence cooperation

(b) Combating illicit drug trafficking

(c) Coordinating responses to human trafficking

(d) Establishing a single regional currency

Answer: (d). The declaration focuses on security cooperation, not the creation of a regional currency.
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11. UPSC Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper II | 150 Words

Discuss the significance of the BIMSTEC Delhi Declaration 2026 for regional security cooperation in the Bay of Bengal.

GS Paper II | 250 Words

BIMSTEC represents an important bridge between India's Neighbourhood First and Act East policies. Critically examine.

GS Paper III | 150 Words

Explain how cyber fraud and human trafficking have emerged as interconnected transnational security challenges.

GS Paper II / III | 250 Words

What are the institutional and legal challenges to counterterrorism cooperation among BIMSTEC countries? Suggest a way

forward.

Model Structure for a 150-Word Mains Answer

Introduction: Identify the first BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting and the adoption of the Delhi Declaration.

Body: Explain cooperation on terrorism, organised crime, cyber fraud, trafficking and legal assistance. Connect these issues with

India's regional foreign-policy objectives.

Challenges: Mention differing legal frameworks, political differences and implementation capacity.

Conclusion: Emphasise regular dialogue, information sharing, rule of law and people-centred security.

12. Last-Minute Prelims Revision

Must Remember Correct Fact

BIMSTEC Established 6 June 1997

Total Members 7

Secretariat Dhaka

Fourth Summit Kathmandu, 2018

Fifth Summit Colombo, 2022

Sixth Summit Bangkok, 2025
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Must Remember Correct Fact

First Home Ministers' Meeting New Delhi, 13 October 2026

Security Declaration Delhi Declaration 2026

Convention Entered into Force March 2021

India's Foreign Policy Links Neighbourhood First and Act East

Civil Service Gurukul Study Tip: Revise BIMSTEC alongside SAARC, ASEAN, IBSA, counterterrorism cooperation,

regional connectivity and India's maritime interests.

Conclusion: Security Cooperation as a Foundation for Regional
Development

The BIMSTEC Delhi Declaration 2026 marks an important step toward coordinated security cooperation among the seven Bay of

Bengal countries.

By identifying terrorism, trafficking, cybercrime and illicit financial flows as shared challenges, the declaration recognises that

internal security cannot always be addressed through national action alone.

For India, a stronger BIMSTEC can support regional stability, connectivity and constructive partnerships between South and

Southeast Asia.

For UPSC aspirants, the topic offers a direct link between current affairs, regional organisations, foreign policy and internal

security.
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