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The Ministry of Women and Child Development launched the PANKF''1 )l Pu.cal on 8 January 2026 as a
single-window digital platform to facilitate transparent CSR and ‘ol ntary partnerships. It connects
individuals, NRIs, NGOs, corporate entities, and governmenu -, _2cies to support nutrition, early
childhood education, child protection, and women's s nr ~w :rment. This UPSC-focused article

examines its objectives, features, links with Mission ~bk .kti, Mission Vatsalya, and Poshan 2.0,

constitutional relevance, governance challr :g. 5, *nd previous-year questions.

UPSC CURRENT AFFAIRS 2026 4S PAPER I SOCI2L \WJSTICE

1. Why Is PANKHUDI Portal in the News?
The Ministry of Women and Child Development launched the PANKHUDI Portal on 8 January 2026.
The portal was launched by Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smt. Annpurna Devi.

PANKHUDI is an integrated Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and partnership facilitation single-

window digital platform.

It brings together individuals, Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOSs),

corporate entities and government agencies.

UPSC Relevance: E-governance, women empowerment, child protection, CSR, civil society, public-

private partnerships and social justice.
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2. What Is PANKHUDI Portal?

PANKHUDI is a single-window digital platform developed to facilitate structured and transparent

partnerships for women and child development.

It connects potential contributors with development initiatives and requirements identified through

government systems.

Core Objectives

e Promote transparent CSR partnerships.

Connect contributors with development needs.

Improve coordination among stakeholders.

Support women and child welfare initiatives.

Enable monitoring of contributions anc nr nor als.

Encourage public participation in sc >t | development.

Core ldea: PANKHU ' ~ec.es a common digital interface for government institutions and voluntary

or corporate cc ‘tributors working for women and children.

3.\ ', Can Participaie?

Individuals

Citizens interested in supporting development initiatives.

NRIs

Non-Resident Indians wishing to contribute to welfare initiatives.

NGOs

Civil society organisations working in relevant development areas.

Corporates

Businesses and CSR contributors supporting eligible initiatives.
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Government Agencies

Central and State departments coordinating development activities.

Implementing Institutions

Grassroots institutions identifying requirements and implementing programmes.

4. Key Features of PANKHUDI Portal

A. Single-Window Digital Interface

The portal offers a common platform for CSR and volu 'tar partnerships.

B. Transparent Workflows

Contributors can register, identify ini*’ati es, submit proposals and track their status.

C. Need-Based Participation

Institutions can indicate tnei* requirements, helping contributors identify relevant areas of support.

D. Monitoring . na \ccountability

Digite” work "ows can improve tiznsparency, traceability and administrative coordination.

E. Non-Cash Contributions

Contributions through the portal are accepted only through non-cash modes.

Important Prelims Fact: PANKHUDI is not a direct cash-transfer scheme for beneficiaries. Itis a

digital partnership-facilitation platform.

5. How Does PANKHUDI Work?

1. Contributor Registration

2. Identify Initiative

3. Submit Proposal
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4. Approval Workflow

5. Track Contribution

This structured process helps connect contributions with identified welfare requirements while supporting

transparency and accountability.

6. Priority Areas of PANKHUDI

PECIREMEI Foe *®

Nutrition Supporting nutritiona” vell- ~ing of women and children.
Health Improving hea' 1-re.c ~d services and support.

Early Childhood Care and Education Supg tir |, early learning and child development.

Child Protection uppo ting welfare, protection and rehabilitation.
Women's Safety strengthening services for women's protection.
Women's Empowerment Supporting opporunities and services for women.

7. Three FlcquWin Missions Linkad with PANKHUDI

A. Missini. Sakcnam Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0

Focuses on nutrition, eariy childhood care, Anganwadi services and related support for eligible

beneficiaries.

B. Mission Vatsalya

Focuses on child protection, child welfare and care-related institutional and non-institutional services.

C. Mission Shakti

Focuses on women's safety, security and empowerment.

Mission Main Focus

Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0 Nutrition and early childhood development
Mission Vatsalya Child protection and welfare
Mission Shakti Women's safety and empowerment
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8. Connection with Corporate Social Responsibility
CSR refers to Corporate Social Responsibility.

In India, Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013 provides the principal statutory framework for CSR

obligations of qualifying companies.

CSR Applicability Thresholds

A company may fall within Section 135 if it meets at least one of the foll wir. * _riteria in the immediately

preceding financial year:

e Net worth of ?500 crore or more.
e Turnover of 21,000 crore or more.

e Net profit of ?5 crore or more.

The statutory spending framework ger=1 !ly _iers to at least 2% of the average net profits of the three

immediately preceding financial y=~rs, ~ bject to applicable rules.

Important Distinctic » . arucipation in PANKHUDI does not automatically establish CSR eligibility or

compliance. Cc npanies must independently follow the Companies Act and applicable CSR Rules.

9. C > ernance and Constitutional Significance

A. Participatory Gavernance

PANKHUDI supports Jan Bhagidari by encouraging participation from citizens, institutions and

organisations.

B. Collaborative Development

It can strengthen coordination among government bodies, civil society and corporate contributors.

C. Digital Governance

The portal illustrates the use of technology to simplify administrative processes and improve monitoring.

D. Constitutional Linkages

Provision Relevance

Article 14 Equality before law
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Provision Relevance

Article 15(3) Special provisions for women and children
Article 21 Life and dignity

Article 39(e) and (f) Protection and development of children
Article 47 Nutrition and public health

10. Potential Benefits

e Better coordination of voluntary and institutional contributions.

e Greater transparency in partnership processes.

o Improved alignment between local needs and availe'.ie s. ~.ort.
e Support for women and child welfare institutic .s

e More accountable monitoring of propo<al

¢ Potential reduction in duplication . =i orts.

11. Challenges ar.” . 'ay Forward

Challenges

1. Dig"al o cess and literacy gans.

2. Uneven institutional capacity.

3. Verification of caitributors and proposals.

4. Coordination across government departments.
5. Measuring outcomes rather than inputs alone.

6. Protecting sensitive beneficiary information.

Way Forward

[EnN

. Strengthen training and handholding.

2. Improve access for smaller organisations.

3. Adopt clear proposal evaluation standards.
4. Ensure transparent monitoring and reporting.
5. Develop measurable welfare indicators.

6. Protect privacy and maintain accountability.
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Policy Principle: Digital partnerships are most effective when technology is combined with

institutional capacity, community participation and measurable outcomes.

12. UPSC Prelims Quick Revision

Important Fact

Portal PANKHUDI

Launch Date 8 January 2026

Ministry Women and Child Development
Launched By Union Minister Annpurna Devi

Nature CSR and partnership facilitation platform
Interface Single-window digital portal
Stakeholders Individuals, NRIs, NGC, ¢ "pore =s and government agencies
Contributions Non-cash mod<  2nl,

Mission 1 Saksh~m. - . adi & Poshan 2.0
Mission 2 wissiu V' salya

Mission 3 M*"_sion Shakti

CSR Framework Section 135, Comreriies Act 2013

13. UPSC Mains Answer-Writing Strategy

GS Paper I

Discuss civil society, NGOs, public-private collaboration, women empowerment and child welfare.

GS Paper Il

Explain CSR, inclusive development, resource mobilisation and social infrastructure.

GS Paper IV

Connect the portal with transparency, accountability, public service values and responsible corporate

citizenship.

Suggested Structure: Introduction ? Portal features ? Stakeholder participation ? Governance

benefits ? Challenges ? Way forward ? Conclusion.
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14. Conclusion

PANKHUDI represents a digital approach to strengthening collaboration for women and child development.

By bringing government institutions, civil society, individuals and corporate contributors onto a common

platform, it can support more transparent and coordinated welfare initiatives.

Its effectiveness will depend on inclusion, implementation capacity, finarcial accountability and

measurable improvements in welfare outcomes.

Final UPSC Takeaway: PANKHUDI illustrates how digital gor*~rri nrc 2, CSR and civil society

partnerships can complement public welfare programmes.

15. Ten Relevant UPSC Mains PY“ys w *.1 Suggested Answers

Editorial Note: The following w : reic.ed-theme UPSC Mains PYQs from 2016—2025. Questions are
paraphrased for educatio. =’ rev.sion. The answeis are suggested model points, not official UPSC

answer keys.

~
PN

PYQ 1: Civil Society and the State

Do you agree that civil society organisations are often viewed as anti-State rather than non-State

actors? Justify.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: Civil society organisations can complement government while retaining the

freedom to criticise it.

e CSOs support service delivery.
e They raise awareness and represent communities.

e They may question government policies.
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e Constructive criticism is part of democratic accountability.
e Transparent partnerships can improve cooperation.

PANKHUDI Link: The portal provides a framework for collaboration between government and

non-State development partners.

UPSC MAINS 2024 | GS 1l

PYQ 2: Public Charitable Trusts

Explain how public charitable trusts can contribute to more ‘nc .. & development in India.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: Charitable institutior ~ ¢ *n romplement public welfare systems.

e Support vulnerable comn. 'v."~s,

e Provide health ar . edu .uon services.

e Mobilise vc ntary resources.

e Add st local development gaps.

< Pron.ote community patticipation.

PANKHUDI Link: Digital partnerships can help align institutional contributions with identified

welfare needs.

UPSC MAINS 2023 | GS Il

PYQ 3: Civil Society and Women's Representation

Discuss the contribution of civil society groups to women's meaningful participation and

representation in State legislatures.

Suggested Answer and Explanation
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Central Idea: Civil society can strengthen women's political participation.

e Leadership training.

e Awareness of political rights.

e Mobilisation of women voters.

e Advocacy for inclusive institutions.

o Support for participation in public life.

PANKHUDI Link: Although the portal is not an electoral prorrar m., its women-empowerment

partnership model relates to broader social inclusion.

UPSC MAINS 2022 |GS 1l

PYQ 4: Donor Dependence and Ccmn un..y Participation
Can excessive depender.c ¢ uonor agencies ‘educe community participation in development?

Justify.

Sugges\ 2. A.swer and Expianation

Certial Idea: Externai itinding should support rather than replace local ownership.

e Donors can mobilise additional resources.

e Overdependence may distort local priorities.

o Community participation improves relevance.
e Transparency strengthens accountability.

e Local institutions should help identify needs.

PANKHUDI Link: Its need-based approach can help connect contributors with grassroots

requirements.

UPSC MAINS 2021 | GS 1l
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PYQ 5: NGOs as Public Service Providers

Can civil society and NGOs offer an alternative model of public service delivery? Discuss the

challenges.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: NGOs can complement public services, but require accounte ility and

institutional support.

e Grassroots outreach.

o Community trust.

o Flexible service delivery.

e Innovation in social programmes.

e Challenges: funding, scale and ro. itu...g.

PANKHUDI Link: The por a offers a digital mechanism to coordinate government and NGO

contributions.

PYQ uv. Women's SHGs and Malnutrition

Can microfinance through women's Self-Help Groups help break the cycle of gender inequality,

poverty and malnutrition? Explain.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: Economic empowerment can improve household welfare and nutrition.

Access to financial resources.

Greater economic independence.

Improved household decision-making.

Potential improvements in nutrition.
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e Need for education and healthcare support.

PANKHUDI Link: Its focus on women's empowerment and nutrition addresses related

development priorities.

UPSC MAINS 2020 | GS Il

PYQ 7: Microfinance and SHGs

Evaluate the role of Self-Help Groups in asset creation, income se ‘Ir,.y and empowerment of rural

women.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: SHGs can improve fing 1cia' 1iclusion and women's economic agency.

e Small savings and credit.

e Support for micror.ter, ri- as.

e Asset creation.

e Improve 11, ~ome security.

« Coli ~tive bargaining and social participation.

PANKHUDI Link: CSR partnerships can complement community-based empowerment

programmes.

UPSC MAINS 2017 | GS Il

PYQ 8: SHGs and Development

Examine the role of Self-Help Groups in development and the measures taken by government to

promote them.

Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: SHGs support participatory and community-led development.
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e Financial inclusion.

e \Women's collective participation.

e Livelihood development.

e Social mobilisation.

e Government support through livelihood missions.

PANKHUDI Link: The portal similarly emphasises partnerships and part ~ip tica, although it is

not itself an SHG financing scheme.

UPSC MAINS 2016 | GS 1l

PYQ 9: Role of Non-State Actors

Critically examine the view that non-Stc '@ ~*_rs play only a marginal role in Indian governance.

Suggested Answer - au caplanation

Central Idea: Non-S*ate actors have sigaificant roles in contemporary governance.

e NG:C. a liver social services.

« Community organisations support participation.

e Private institutioris mobilise resources.

e CSOs promote accountability.

e Challenges include uneven capacity and oversight.

PANKHUDI Link: The portal formally facilitates participation of non-State actors in development

initiatives.

UPSC MAINS 2024 |GS 1l

PYQ 10: E-Governance and Service Delivery
Examine the importance of the interactive service model of e-governance in promoting transparency

and accountability.
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Suggested Answer and Explanation

Central Idea: Interactive digital governance enables two-way communication between

citizens and public institutions.

¢ Online registration and applications.
e Digital proposal processing.

e Status tracking.

e Reduced information gaps.

e Improved transparency and accountability.

PANKHUDI Link: Its registration, proposal submi. sior and tracking workflows illustrate interactive

digital governance.

PYQ Trend Analysis
e Role of NGOs and vivi society.
e Women A1, 16 ~.ment and SHGs.

e Dot r pe .icipation and dev2iopment.

1 "m.c service delivery.

Inclusive deveicpment.

Digital governance and accountability.
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