CIVIL SERVICE GURUKUL

Excellence in Civil Services & State PCS Preparation www.civilservicegurukul.com

Daily News Analysis

GENERAL STUDIES IlI

India's Water Batteries: How Pumped Storage

Hydropower Can Power a Renewable Energy Future

Faculty/Author: Faculty Editorial Board Date: 22 October 2026

Platform: Civil Service Gurukul Research Wing Reading Time: 5 Mins

Pumped Storage Hydropower (PSH) is emerging as an important teci oloyy for integrating solar and
wind energy into India's electricity grid. This Civil Service Guruk 'l g "iae explains its working

mechanism, different project types, advantages over batt=r, ... -age, environmental concerns, Indian

policy initiatives and relevance for UPSC Prelims and *1a. »s S Paper 3.

2026 INSC 1129

Supreme Court judgment

15 October

Date of judgment, 2026

Article 16(4)

Reservation in public employment

GS Paper I

Polity and Social Justice

1. Why Is Religious Conversion and Reservation in the News?

The relationship between religious freedom and reservation benefits has become an important constitutional debate in India.

On 15 October 2026, the Supreme Court delivered a judgment in The Secretary to Government v. Sameer Ahamed N. and Others.
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The case concerned a Tamil Nadu government order that created a route for persons converting to Islam from certain recognised backward

or Scheduled Caste categories to obtain certificates as Backward Class Muslims.

The Supreme Court upheld the Madras High Court's decision to invalidate the order.

The Court held that a person does not automatically become a member of a notified Backward Class Muslim community merely by

converting to Islam.

The judgment raises wider questions about equality, social disadvantage, religious freedom and the evidentiary basis of affirmative action.

UPSC central issue: How should the State balance freedom of religion with constitutional requi*=me ts . ., identifying socially and

educationally disadvantaged communities?

2. UPSC Syllabus Mapping

Prelims GS | Fundamental Rights, =2s. "vauon and constitutional provisions
GS Paper Il Constitution, " «a: -iary, government policies and social justice
GS Paper Il Meck nis. s for vulnerable sectionis and welfare measures
GS Paper | Social ..iequalities, caste identities and society

GS Paper IV =quality, fairness, human dignity and public ethics

Essay Religious liberty, social justice and constitutional morality
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13. Frequently asked questions

3. Background: The Tamil Nadu Community Certificate Dispute
The underlying dispute involved Sameer Ahamed, who was born into a Hindu family and later converted to Islam.
He sought recognition under a notified Muslim backward community category.

Tamil Nadu issued a government order on 9 March 2024 facilitating such claims for persor. fro. specified pre-conversion social

categories.

The order raised a question: could conversion, together with a person's earlier backwai sta 1s, establish membership of a legally notified

Muslim backward class?

The matter ultimately reached the Supreme Court after the High Court i~ .alia. =7 he state government's order.

Important fact: The judgment dealt with eligibility for s cciti - st~ .utory reservation categories. It did not hold that religious conversion

itself was prohibited.

4. What Did the Sunrrc e Court Decide?

Conversion is nc ' a. tr.natic community rnembership

The Court cc ~luu - ‘hat embracing Islam aoes not, by itself, establish membership in one of the seven notified Backward Class Muslim

commur tes in i, umil Nadu.

Earlier classification cannot simply be transferred
Reservation benefits relate to legally identified classes or communities.

A pre-conversion backward-class certificate cannot automatically be converted into a certificate for a different notified community.

Religious bodies do not determine statutory eligibility
A religious institution may confirm that a person has converted or participates in its community.

However, such certification does not automatically confer statutory reservation eligibility.

State classification must meet legal standards

The Court found that the challenged executive order could not substitute for the necessary constitutional and statutory basis for inclusion.

Judgment in one sentence: Religious conversion is distinct from legal recognition as a member of a notified reservation category.
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5. Constitutional Provisions Relevant to Reservation

Article Constitutional relevance

Article 14 Equality before law and equal protection of laws

Article 15(4) Special provisions for socially and educationally backward classes and SCs/STs

Article 16(4) Reservation in public employment for inadequately represented backward cla ze.

Article 25 Freedom of conscience and right to profess, practise and propagate . » ~inn, subject to constitutional limits
Article 340 Commission to investigate conditions of backward classes

Article 341 Specification of Scheduled Castes

Article 342A  Constitutional framework for socially and educa 2na. ; backward classes

Why Article 341 is significant
Article 341 provides the constitutional mecha=isn, * dentifying Scheduled Castes.

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) rr’=r, 950, as amended, aprlies a religious eligibility rule: a person professing a religion other than

Hinduism, Sikhism or Buddhism s r~t a. .ined to be a Schedulea Caste under that Order.

Why Article 342/ is Yif’arent
Socially and « ‘ucc. - ally backward class classification operates under a different constitutional and statutory structure.
The 105. Cor stitutional Amendmeni < larified state powers relating to the identification of SEBCs for state purposes.

Therefore, SC status and ORC/SEBC status must not be treated as legally identical.

6. Scheduled Caste and OBC Reservation: Key Differences

Scheduled Castes OBC/SEBC

Main constitutional Article 341 Articles 15(4), 16(4), 342A and applicable laws
framework
Identification Presidential notification and Relevant central or state identification processes

parliamentary amendment

Religion-related Applies under the 1950 SC Order, as  No identical blanket religious restriction for all OBC
restriction amended categories
After conversion Eligibility must be assessed under the  Eligibility depends on legally recognised community
applicable SC law membership and relevant classification
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UPSC Prelims trap: It would be incorrect to state that no Muslim or Christian community can ever receive OBC reservation benefits.

The issue is whether the specific claimant meets the applicable legal criteria.

7. Freedom of Religion and Reservation Entitlements

Article 25 protects freedom of conscience and religious practice within constitutional limits.
However, freedom to change religion and eligibility for a particular reservation category are legally dstir. “ qu dons.

A person can exercise religious freedom without automatically satisfying the eligibility cc - ‘iens for every benefit associated with a

community.
At the same time, law and policy must consider whether social disadvantage ce ~ c. .. - after religious conversion.

This creates a genuine constitutional policy question about how historic .« excic * 1 should be identified and addressed fairly.

8. Why Empirical Evidence Mat’ ers .1 Reservation Policy

Affirmative action is intended to address sociai ~d ‘ducational disadvantage and inadequate representation, as required by the relevant

provision.

Reliable identification cannot res* _in ur. 1~ jorted assumptions ahadt religious identity.

Relevant evidenre ~av include

e Educatior 'a. * nentand dropout patteins.

e Trad. nnal nccupation and labour-raarket disadvantage.
e Social exclusion and discrimination.

e Access to public institctions and services.

o Representation in public employment.

e Historical and community-specific evidence.

The purpose of such evidence is to make classification transparent, defensible and responsive to real social conditions.

9. Important Commissions for UPSC Preparation

Commission Significance

Mandal Commission Second Backward Classes Commission; examined identification of socially and educationally

backward classes

Sachar Committee Examined social, economic and educational conditions of Muslims in India
Ranganath Misra Recommended reforms concerning religious and linguistic minorities, including consideration of
Commission SC eligibility irrespective of religion
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Commission Significance

K. G. Balakrishnan Constituted to examine the issue of extending SC status to certain persons who converted to

Commission religions other than those currently specified

Commission recommendations are relevant to public debate, but they do not automatically become enforceable law merely because a

commission proposed them.

10. Competing Social Justice Considerations

Argument for strict legal classification

Reservation benefits are linked to specific notified classes and ¢ .nmn.. _s. Clear standards can reduce arbitrary inclusion and

protect the integrity of targeted programmes.

Concern about continuing dic « /antuge
Critics argue that caste-linked < xcic. stir ma or economic exclusior may persist after a change of religion.

They question whether administ .uve rules adequately recognise such continuing disadvantages.

Insti. *' _nal challenge

States must assess both i2gal eligibility and evidence of social backwardness without presuming that all converts have the same

circumstances.

A balanced UPSC answer should distinguish the Court's actual holding from arguments about whether the law ought to be amended.

11. Implications for Indian Governance

Clearer administrative decision-making

Officials issuing community certificates must assess eligibility using applicable legal rules rather than treating conversion as conclusive

proof of community status.

Greater importance of lawful classification

If a state seeks to expand backward-class recognition, it must use a constitutionally valid process supported by appropriate evidence.

Protection of equality principles

Reservation systems should avoid both arbitrary inclusion and unfair exclusion, consistent with constitutional requirements.

Civil Service Gurukul ¢ All Rights Reserved 22 Oct 2026 -
Page 6 of 11



CIVIL SERVICE GURUKUL Daily News Analysis

Excellence in Civil Services & State PCS Preparation www.civilservicegurukul.com

Continued social policy debate

The judgment does not eliminate broader questions concerning caste-based disadvantage, religious minorities and welfare access.

12. Way Forward: Balancing Equality and Social Justice

1. Evidence-based classification: Use rigorous community-level social and educational studies.

2. Legally sound processes: Ensure administrative changes comply with constitutional and statutory re iirements.
3. Clear certification rules: Publish transparent eligibility criteria and appeal mechanisms.

4. Recognise continuing exclusion: Research whether forms of discrimination persist fc "ow -, c_aversion.

5. Improve welfare delivery: Strengthen access to education, skills, healthcare 8~ ‘ive. >~ .d support.

6. Maintain judicial oversight: Subject disputed classifications to fair and ‘nde, =nc 'nt legal review.

Conclusion for GS Paper II: Constitutional reservation po' .y must combine objective identification of disadvantage with equal

treatment, religious freedom and lawful administration

13. UPSC Prelims P. 37t e MCQs

Question 1
Which “.iici of the Constitution primarily concerns specification of Scheduled Castes?

(a) Articic 25

(b) Article 110
(c) Article 341
(d) Article 368

Correct answer: (c).

Article 341 provides the constitutional mechanism for specifying Scheduled Castes.

Question 2
Consider the following statements:
1. Article 25 protects freedom of conscience.

2. Article 16(4) concerns reservation in public employment.

3. Religious conversion alone automatically establishes eligibility for any notified backward community.
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Which statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Correct answer: (b).

Community eligibility depends on applicable classification criteria, not conversion alone.

Question 3
The judgment in Secretary to Government v. Sameer Ahamed N. wr ., deliv. = . by:

(a) National Human Rights Commission
(b) Supreme Court of India

(c) Election Commission of India

(d) National Commission for Minorities

Correct answer: (b).

The Supreme Court deliverc.. 1 judgment on 15 Octohei 2026.

Ques ~. 4
Which commission recornmended delinking Scheduled Caste status from religious identity?

(a) Ranganath Misra Commission
(b) Finance Commission
(c) Sarkaria Commission
(d) Punchhi Commission

Correct answer: (a).

The Ranganath Misra Commission recommended changes relating to SC eligibility and religious status.

Question 5
With reference to the 105th Constitutional Amendment, consider the statement:

It clarified the constitutional position of states in identifying socially and educationally backward classes.
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(a) Correct

(b) Incorrect

Correct answer: (a).

The amendment addressed state authority concerning SEBC identification.

14. UPSC Mains Model Answer

GS Paper Il | 15 Marks | 250 Words

"Religious freedom and affirmative action are distinct but interconnected »nc tutional concerns." Examine with reference to the

Supreme Court's 2026 judgment on religious conversion and reservs .on.

Model Answer

India's Constitution guarantees freedom of cor. ~ier. e u..der Article 25 while enabling affirmative action to address historically entrenched

social inequalities.

Judicial context: In The Secret= ; tc s0 2rnment v. Sameer Ahamed N. (2026), the Supreme Court upheld the invalidation of a Tamil

Nadu government order concerniny ' servation certification afier conversion to Islam.

Core principle: The ~ou * ' :ld that conversion does not automatically establish membership of a notified Backward Class Muslim

community. Ret rve. on uiigibility must follow th= applicable legal classification framework.

Constitt 1onal « alance: Articles 15(4) and 16(4) enable affirmative action, while Articles 14 and 25 protect equality and religious freedom.

SC identificauon under Article 341 ditiers from OBC/SEBC classification.

Social justice concerns: “iitics contend that historical disadvantage may continue after conversion. Governments must therefore assess

relevant community conditions without arbitrary assumptions.

Way forward: Transparent eligibility rules, empirical studies, fair appeal mechanisms and targeted welfare can help balance constitutional

objectives.

Conclusion: A fair reservation system must combine lawful community identification with sensitivity to continuing social exclusion and

freedom of conscience.

15. Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Sameer Ahamed judgment?

Itis a Supreme Court ruling dated 15 October 2026 on reservation eligibility following religious conversion in Tamil Nadu.

Does conversion to Islam automatically give OBC status?

No. Eligibility requires membership of an applicable notified category under the relevant legal framework.
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Does the judgment ban religious conversion?

No. It concerns reservation classification, not a general prohibition on religious conversion.

Is SC reservation governed by the same rules as OBC reservation?

No. SC identification under Article 341 operates under a distinct legal framework.

What is the constitutional relevance of Article 25?

It protects freedom of conscience and religious freedom, subject to constitutional limits.

Which paper covers this topic in UPSC Mains?

Primarily General Studies Paper Il, under Constitution, goverr nce a.. ~ social justice.

What is the key lesson from the judgment?

Legal reservation eligibility cannot be es F  "~ad solely by religious conversion or private religious certification.

16. Concl'ic o2 Social Justice Within Constitutional Boundaries

The Supre=e  »urt. 2026 judgment highligits the importance of legally sound reservation classification and constitutional equality.
It distingu.. _s the freedom to adcot a religion from automatic eligibility for a specific notified backward community.
At the same time, broader guestions about continuing caste-related disadvantage require careful social and policy research.

For UPSC aspirants, the case provides a valuable example of how constitutional law, judicial review, religious liberty and affirmative action

intersect.
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Educational disclaimer: This original UPSC article is based on the legal position and available case reporting as at 22 October 2026. It is intended for educational

purposes, not individual legal advice. The Court's holding is distinguished from broader policy debates about reservation and religious conversion.
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