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India has reportedly invited all ten Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCND, member states,
including Pakistan, to the inaugural SCO Civilisational Dialogue Forum sc. ec iled in New Delhi from
20-22 November 2026. The initiative highlights India's use of cult. va. -upiomacy to strengthen
Eurasian engagement while maintaining its independent po<'. 7n. -1 regional security. This article

examines the SCO, soft power, India-Pakistan relations cu *u. 2l cooperation and the significance of

multilateral diplomacy for UPSC preparation.
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Excerpt / Brief Summary

India has reportedly invited all ten Shanghai Cooperation Organisation member states, including Pakistan, to the inaugural SCO

Civilisational Dialogue Forum scheduled in New Delhi from 20-22 November 2026.

The initiative illustrates how cultural diplomacy and multilateral cooperation can continue despite bilateral political and security

disagreements.
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Why Is the SCO Civilisational Dialogue Forum in the News?

India has reportedly invited all ten SCO member states to the inaugural Civilisational Dialogue Forum proposed for New Delhi from 20

to 22 November 2026.

The invitations include Pakistan, with reporting dated 28 October 2026 identifying an invitation to Pakistan's minister responsible for

national heritage and culture.

The development is significant because India and Pakistan continue to face serious bilateral political an. security differences.

Important distinction

An invitation does not confirm attendance. A multilateral cultural forum dor . 1. t au.umatically constitute a bilateral diplomatic

breakthrough.

What Is the SCO Civilisation. ! XMulogue Forum?

The proposed forum is a multilateral culti” ... nitia. < intended to encourage dialogue among SCO member countries.

Potential areas of cooperation 1. >'.de cultural heritage, acafemic exchange, historical research, museums, archaeological

conservation and people-to-pe ~'_ onnections.

Such activities can r-or. “te i’nderstanding between sncieties without requiring agreement on every political issue.

W' at lv the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation?

The Shanghai Cooperation QOrganisation is a Eurasian regional grouping whose cooperation agenda includes security, connectivity,

trade and people-to-peauie engagement.
It brings together countries with different political systems, security priorities and strategic interests.
The SCO is not a military alliance equivalent to NATO.

For India, the organisation provides a multilateral platform for engagement with Eurasia and Central Asia.

SCO Member Countries: Important for UPSC Prelims

South Asia India, Pakistan
East Asia China
Eurasia Russia, Belarus
West Asia Iran
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Central Asia Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan

According to the supplied October 2026 account, the SCO has ten member states.

Its membership illustrates the organisation's broad Eurasian geographical reach.

Why Did India Invite Pakistan?

The invitation was reportedly extended as part of standard multilateral practice for an SCO r = 1ber-s.ate forum.
India's invitation to Pakistan should therefore be understood in the context of particioa. n it a regional organisation.
It does not necessarily indicate a change in India's bilateral security position.

The distinction between a multilateral invitation, confirmed attendanc , ir‘ rn.wi exchanges and formal bilateral talks is essential.

Cultural Diplomacy and Soft P xwer: Meaning and Importance

Cultural diplomacy uses cultural exchange ana . ~= 2d heritage to strengthen international understanding.
It can include educational programr~ _s. mu eum partnerships, languaje learning, heritage conservation and academic cooperation.
These initiatives may build trus . tirne by creating conne<tiuns among institutions and communities.

However, cultural dilor. ~cy ~annot by itself resolve s=curity disputes or replace formal diplomatic negotiations.

St ateg.c Significance of the SCO Forum for India

Engagement with Caintral Asia

The SCO provides India with a platform to deepen connections with Central Asian societies and institutions.

Promotion of Cultural Heritage

India can highlight its plural cultural traditions, historical links and heritage conservation experience.

Educational and Research Cooperation

Academic exchanges, joint archives and historical research may create durable institutional relationships.

Multilateral Engagement

Participation allows India to remain engaged in regional dialogue while retaining independent positions on security and sovereignty.

Challenges and Limitations of Cultural Diplomacy

e Cultural exchanges cannot substitute for concrete security commitments.
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o Multilateral participation may be misinterpreted as bilateral political reconciliation.
o Different SCO members have competing strategic interests.
e Symbolic events may produce limited results without measurable follow-up.

e Public communication must distinguish invitations, attendance and formal agreements.

A realistic assessment should recognise both the value and the limits of cultural engagement.
Way Forward: Making SCO Cultural Cooperation More Effe ~tivve

o Develop measurable cultural outcomes, including joint archives and heritage prc >cts

e Encourage academic and research exchanges.

e Publish accurate attendance and outcome statements after the #_..um.

e Maintain a clear distinction between cultural cooperation and bn. 4l security negotiations.
e Promote inclusive people-to-people initiatives.

o Ensure that multilateral engagement respec 5 s /eicynty and national security priorities.

UPSC Prelims Qui<k Revision Capsule

SCO Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

Nature Eurasian regional organisation.

Members Ten in the supplied 2026 account.

Proposed Forum 20-22 November 2026, New Delhi.

Cultural Diplomacy International engagement through culture and heritage.
Multilateralism Cooperation involving multiple countries.
India-Pakistan Context Invitation does not establish a bilateral breakthrough.

UPSC Prelims Practice MCQs

Question 1.

With reference to the SCO, consider the following statements:
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1. Itis a Eurasian regional organisation.
2. India and Pakistan are members of the organisation.

3. Itis a military alliance identical to NATO.
Which statements are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only
(B) 1 and 3 only
(C) 2 and 3 only
(D)1,2and 3

Correct Answer: (A)

The SCO is a regional organisation with multiple areas of cooperation. Itic "0 ~ NAIO-style military alliance.

Question 2.
Which of the following best describes cultural « nlc ~acy?

(A) Cooperation exclusively through r it 'v operations.

(B) International engagement thur"y cu ‘ure, heritage and exchange.
(C) A compulsory bilateral 20ty greement.

(D) A replacement for all polit: _al negotiations.

Correct “ns ser. (B)

( Jltural . .plomacy uses cultura! connections and exchanges to support international understanding.

Question 3.
Which statement about India's reported invitation to Pakistan for the 2026 SCO forum is most accurate?

(A) The invitation proves that Pakistan attended.
(B) The invitation automatically confirms bilateral talks.
(C) It represents an invitation within a multilateral framework.

(D) It means all security disputes have been resolved.

Correct Answer: (C)

An invitation to a multilateral forum does not establish attendance or confirm bilateral negotiations.
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UPSC Mains Answer Writing Practice

GS Paper Il — Practice Question
How can cultural diplomacy strengthen India's Eurasian engagement without obscuring persistent security disagreements?
Discuss in the context of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

Suggested Answer Structure

o Define cultural diplomacy and soft power.
e Explain the SCO's regional importance.

o Discuss opportunities for India.

o |dentify limitations and security concerns.

o Recommend measurable cultural cooperation.

Model Answer Framework

Cultural diplomacy is an instrument of fc ' ~olicy that promotes inierriational understanding through heritage, education and social

exchange.

The SCO provides India with an or _ortunity to engage Eurasian societies and strengthen people-to-people connections.
Such initiatives ce 1 £ 1p. © academic cooperatior:, heritage preservation and institutional trust.

However. cu "urai, .rticipation does not ac:icmatically resolve bilateral political or security disputes.

India s. ' therefore pursue measurable cultural cooperation while maintaining clarity about sovereignty, terrorism and regional

security.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the SCO Civilisational Dialogue Forum 2026?

It is a proposed multilateral cultural forum scheduled for New Delhi from 20 to 22 November 2026, according to the supplied

article.

Why was Pakistan invited?

The invitation was reportedly part of participation arrangements for all SCO member states.

Has Pakistan confirmed attendance?

The supplied account reports an invitation, not confirmed attendance.
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Is the SCO a military alliance?

No. It is a regional organisation covering security and other areas of cooperation.

Why is this topic important for UPSC?

It connects international organisations, India's foreign policy, cultural diplomacy, regional security and Central Asia.

A
I Key Takeaway for UPSC Aspirants

The proposed SCO Civilisational Dialogue Forum illustrates how multilat engagement can continue despite bilateral

disagreements.

For UPSC, remember the difference between an invitation, conf@tendance and formal bilateral talks.

SCO Civilisational Dialogue 2026 Shanghai Coope atior Jrge .sation India Pakistan Relations Cultural Diplomacy Soft Power International

Relations UPSC GS Paper Il Civil Service .ur. <ul

Editorial note: The proposed November 2026 forum and reported invitations are described according to the supplied October 2026 article. Attendance and

subsequent diplomatic developments have not been independently confirmed.
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